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And silence Antonio!    For methinks I have read
the poets too much." 1

Perez at once showed the letter to Henry, who was
not slow to catch its drift. Taking the advice of his
English friend, he despatched a special envoy to
Elizabeth, with instructions to inform her that he
had received favourable offers of peace from Spain,
and was inclined to accept them. Elizabeth was
apparently unmoved by this intelligence; she wrote
a letter of expostulation to Henry, but she was
unable, she declared, to give him further help; yet
she was secretly uneasy, and soon afterwards
despatched, on her side, a special envoy to France,
who was to discover and report to her the real
inclinations of the King.

This envoy was Sir Henry Unton, one of those
remarkable ambassadors who divided their allegi-
ance between the Government and Essex House.
He went to France armed with the instructions, not
only of Elizabeth, but of Anthony Bacon. A letter
exists in which Unton is directed, with minute detail,
to inform the French King that he must hold firm;
in which he is told so to arrange matters as to be
received with public coldness by Henry; and to
" send us thundering letters, whereby he must
drive us to propound and to offer.'* Unton did as
he was bid, and the thundering letters duly arrived.

1 Juno autem, quum saepius frustra opem implorasset, tandem
cripuit: " Fleeter* si nequeo superos, Acheronta movebo." ....
Sed tace, calame, et tace, Antoni, nimium enim poetas legisse videor.